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Hulman-George family, to a newly
formed entity to be led by industry leg-
end Roger Penske. This announcement
marks the end of one glorious era, and
the start of another for so many Hoo-
siers and racing fans around the world
who recognize Indianapolis Motor
Speedway as the racing capital of the
world. Beloved as the famous track at
16th and Georgetown in Indianapolis is
today, it is nearly impossible to imag-
ine our capital city without it, which
was nearly the case.

Shortly after World War II, an era in
which the track sat dormant from 1941
through 1945 and fell almost into com-
plete disrepair, a businessman from
Terre Haute stepped up to purchase the
facility with the goal of continuing and
building upon the legacy of the already
famous Indianapolis 500. That business-
man, Anton ‘“Tony’” Hulman, Jr., saved
the speedway from either becoming a
housing development or a private auto-
mobile testing facility.

For the last 75 years, Indianapolis
Motor Speedway has been controlled by
Hulman & Company, an entity with a
deep portfolio but nothing as visible
and recognizable worldwide as the
famed racecourse. From the initial
days of owning the facility and pre-
paring it to run the 1946 race to the
celebration of centennial era and be-
yond, the Hulman-George family has
been the steadfast caretaker and pro-
moter of this iconic venue.

The Indianapolis Motor Speedway
has served as the front door to Indian-
apolis, the State of Indiana, and the
entire Midwest for those across the
world who travel each year to person-
ally watch the world’s largest single
day sporting event, the Indianapolis
500, which attracts approximately
350,000 spectators, the NASCAR Brick-
yard 400, and the IndyCar Grand Prix of
Indianapolis. The Speedway has also
recently hosted the Formula One
United States Grand Prix, Red Bull Air
Races, and even a Rolling Stones con-
cert. The economic impact of the Indi-
anapolis Motor Speedway to central In-
diana in the 75 years that the Hulman-
George family has owned the property
is incalculable. The personal impact
the speedway has had on tens of thou-
sands of families who use the facility
as an anchor for what becomes week-
end-long reunions is inspiring, as one
need not search far on Memorial Day
weekend in May to find a family who
has been attending the Indy 500 as a
group for as long as can be remem-
bered.

The facility which started as a test-
ing ground for Indiana’s growing auto-
motive industry in 1909 became a test-
ing ground of speed, endurance,
strength, and the will to win over the
last 110 years. Without the Hulman-
George family, that story would have
likely ended in the 1940s.

Madam President, I want to person-
ally thank the Hulman-George family
for their amazing commitment and
contributions to the State of Indiana
and the Unites States of America. Both
are better because of this family.e
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100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE RO-
TARY CLUB OF LAFAYETTE,
LOUISIANA

e Mr. CASSIDY. Madam President, the
Rotary Club of Lafayette will turn 100
years old in 2020. I would like to share
with you some of the accomplishments
of the club since its founding in 1920.
Early in their history, they underwrote
the election to fund the first public li-
brary, they helped to establish One
Acadiana and started the first Lafay-
ette Boy Scout troop. In addition to es-
tablishing Rotary Park in the 1980s,
they currently fund annual scholar-
ships for 1local students, coordinate
food drives for FoodNet, and support
Rotary’s mission to eradicate polio
worldwide, in addition to supporting
other local charities.

Congratulations to the Rotary Club
of Lafayette on this historic achieve-
ment. I wish you all the best of luck in
years to come.®

———

TRIBUTE TO TINA QUIGLEY

e Ms. CORTEZ MASTO. Madam Presi-
dent, I come forward today to recog-
nize the chief executive officer of the
Regional Transportation Commission
of Southern Nevada, Tina Quigley,
who, after over 14 years of dedicated
service, announced her retirement this
year.

Tina Quigley has been a visionary
during her tenure at the Regional
Transportation Commission of South-
ern Nevada. Her forward thinking and
planning for the future has led the RTC
to be named one of the most efficient
transit providers in the Nation. Her
leadership has helped Southern Nevada
reap the benefits of an advanced trans-
portation system that has helped at-
tract tourists, residents, and new busi-
nesses.

Ms. Quigley has over 25 years of expe-
rience in transportation management.
She has consistently been on the lead-
ing edge of improving how residents,
workers, and visitors travel the Las
Vegas Valley. With a rapidly growing
population of 2.1 million residents and
more than 42 million annual visitors,
that is no small task. Her determina-
tion in pushing for technological ad-
vancements, forging partnerships, and
strategizing for the future have posi-
tioned the region for ongoing and sus-
tained economic growth.

Ms. Quigley is also a licensed pilot
and earned her bachelor of science de-
gree in aviation business and planning
from Embry Riddle Aeronautical Uni-
versity. She is a former manager of one
of the Nation’s busiest airports,
McCarran International Airport, and
has amassed an impressive number of
professional achievements throughout
her career.

The incredible work that Ms. Quigley
has done for Southern Nevada has not
gone unrecognized. She has earned nu-
merous awards for her leadership, inno-
vation, and vision. These awards in-
clude but are not limited to the Woman
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of Distinction Award for Government
Services by the National Association of
Women Business Owners, the Carolyn
M. Sparks Founders Award from the
Nevada International Women’s Forum,
and the 2012 Women in Transportation
award from Metro Magazine.

Ms. Quigley has also remembered to
give back to her community and has
directed her energy, passion, and com-
mitment into bettering the Las Vegas
Valley. She serves on a multitude of
boards and committees in Southern Ne-
vada, including as chairperson of the
Desert Research Institute Foundation,
which supports the nonprofit environ-
mental science research branch of the
Nevada System of Higher Education.

Today, I celebrate the many con-
tributions of Tina Quigley to the city
of Las Vegas and to the Southern Ne-
vada community. Her service is as an
example to all of us who wish to inno-
vate, serve, and better our commu-
nities.®

———

TRIBUTE TO JAY HILDEBRANDT

e Mr. CRAPO. Madam President, I con-
gratulate Jay Hildebrandt, who is re-
tiring after more than four decades in
news reporting.

Jay has worked for KIFI'’s Local
News 8 in Idaho Falls for the past 35
years. As an anchor for the weeknight
news, Jay is known for his calm, gentle
demeanor and steady role delivering
the news. Originally, from Milwaukee,
WI, Jay earned a degree in communica-
tions from Brigham Young University.
Before anchoring for our local news, he
anchored in Twin Falls and Fort
Wayne, IN. Thankfully, he then re-
turned to Idaho, where we have been
blessed with Jay’s reliable, professional
and compassionate reporting all these
years.

His positive influence can be felt
throughout our community. Jay has
made a difference in many lives
through his involvement in impactful
projects and community and statewide
efforts. In addition to anchoring the
weeknight news, Jay produced the
weekly ‘“Wednesday’s Child’”’ reports
for 28 years. Through this project, he
has helped elevate the stories of area
children in need of adoptive homes. He
also highlighted the hard work of re-
markable high school seniors in his
“Distinguished Student’ series. Addi-
tionally, Jay has served as an adjunct
instructor at Brigham Young Univer-
sity Idaho and helped lead important
efforts, including his service on the
Governor’s Children’s Trust Fund
Board, the Region VII Health and Wel-
fare Advisory Board, and the Safe
Place Advisory Board.

While most of us enjoyed Jay over
the years on the television, there are
those who have been able to work with
him personally. And without exception,
he is admired, emulated and respected
by his coworkers. One of those fortu-
nate individuals is my current chief of
staff in DC, Susan Hawkes Wheeler.
She got her start just out of college
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working for Jay at KIFI in the mid-
1980s, when Jay was already becoming
the institution that he remains in
Idaho broadcasting. His gentle leader-
ship and kind demeanor did much to
stabilize a work place that can be very
chaotic as news develops, even in small
town news stations. He was a patient
teacher, an insightful editor, and a de-
lightful storyteller, clearly evidenced
by his enjoyment of some of the special
projects he undertook like the afore-
mentioned ‘‘Wednesday’s Child.” My
office benefits every day from lessons
Susan learned through Jay’s leader-
ship, and I am grateful for those.

In an article about his retirement,
his co-anchor of 30 years, Karole
Honas, used the words ‘‘solid,”
“steady,” “‘kind,”” and ‘‘positive’ to de-
scribe Jay. Professionalism, hard work,
compassion, and optimism are his hall-
marks. Thank you, Jay, for your out-
standing reporting all these years and
for working to highlight the needs and
the great achievements in our commu-
nity. While your reassuring and
thoughtful presence on our local news
will no doubt be deeply missed, the car-
ing standard you have set will be ever-
present. Congratulations on your ex-
emplary career. I wish you well on
your well-earned retirement. May it be
filled with many happy times with
Sally, your children, grandchildren,
and friends.e

———

RECOGNIZING NEW JERSEY COM-
MUNITY DEVELOPMENT COR-
PORATION

e Mr. MENENDEZ. Madam President, I
rise today to pay tribute and to recog-
nize a New Jersey organization cele-
brating its 25th anniversary, the New
Jersey Community Development Cor-
poration, NJCDC. I wish to take a mo-
ment now to honor NJCDC for the im-
portant work it is doing in the State of
New Jersey and the accomplishments
it has achieved over the past 25 years.

The NJCDC provides hope for a re-
warding future through urban revital-
ization efforts, financial support, edu-
cation initiatives, and job creation.
The work done by NJCDC has directly
transformed the lives of many, espe-
cially in the city of Paterson.

In honor of the accomplishments of
this organization, I ask that a procla-
mation honoring the 25th anniversary
of the NJCDC be printed in the RECORD.

The material follows:

Whereas, the New Jersey Community
Development Corporation is a non-prof-
it community development and social
service agency based in the City of
Paterson, New Jersey;

Whereas, the New Jersey Community
Development Corporation and its dedi-
cated staff empowers individuals to
transform their lives and offers a vari-
ety of programs and services to assist
economically disadvantaged individ-
uals, at-risk youth, and people with
disabilities;

Whereas, the New Jersey Community
Development Corporation has contrib-
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uted to the revitalization of the City of
Paterson and the Great Falls Historic
District, helping to ensure a vibrant fu-
ture for the City and its residents; and

Whereas, now as the New Jersey
Community Development Corporation
celebrates its 25th Anniversary, I con-
gratulate its staff and volunteers on
this milestone.

Therefore, in presenting this citation
to the New Jersey Community Devel-
opment Corporation, I, on behalf of the
People of the State of New Jersey here-
by congratulate the New Jersey Com-
munity Development Corporation and
its contribution to the community, the
City of Paterson, and the State of New
Jersey.e

————

RECOGNIZING HAMMER DOWN
RIVER EXCURSIONS

e Mr. RISCH. Madam President, as a
member and former chairman of the
Senate Committee on Small Business
and Entrepreneurship, each month I
recognize and celebrate the American
entrepreneurial spirit by highlighting
the success of a small business in my
home State of Idaho. However, in
honor of Veterans Day on November 11,
this month I will honor a veteran-
owned small business for each of the 10
days the Senate is in legislative ses-
sion. The personal sacrifices made by
America’s veterans have protected the
very freedoms and values that give
each of us and our children the ability
to achieve the American dream. The
skills veterans learn as members of the
military are invaluable and undoubt-
edly contribute to Idaho’s flourishing
veteran business community. I am
proud of the sacrifices veterans have
made to protect our country and that
they are choosing Idaho to call home
when they complete their service in
the military.

As your U.S. Senator from the great
State of Idaho, it is my pleasure to rec-
ognize Hammer Down River Excursions
in White Bird as the veteran-owned
Idaho Small Business of the Day for
November 19, 2019.

Hammer Down River Excursions is
owned and operated by U.S. Army vet-
eran Homer Brown. The business offers
guided tours, dinner cruises, and fish-
ing expeditions to showcase Idaho’s
rich, natural beauty in the heart of
Hells Canyon and the Salmon River.
Professional, experienced guides teach
guests how to fish Idaho’s steelhead,
trout, bass, and salmon.

Brown spent his youth fishing and
working along the Salmon River before
entering the Army. After completing
his time of service, Brown got his cap-
tain’s license so he could return to the
Salmon River to work as a jet boat
captain. Brown takes pride in sharing
Idaho’s beauty with his patrons.

Congratulations to Homer Brown and
all of the employees at Hammer Down
River Excursions for being selected as
the Veteran-owned Idaho Small Busi-
ness of the Day for November 19, 2019.
You make our great State proud, and I
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look forward to your continued growth
and success.®

————

REMEMBERING JIMMY KOIKOS

e Mr. SHELBY. Madam President, I
rise today to honor the life of James
Bill “Jimmy’’ Koikos, beloved coowner
of Bessemer’s famous Bright Star res-
taurant. Jimmy passed away on No-
vember 16, 2019, at the age of 81. I had
the honor of knowing Jimmy, as I fre-
quented the Bright Star many times
during his 60 years of running the insti-
tution.

Jimmy was born and raised in Bes-
semer, AL, just miles from the res-
taurant. He attended Arlington School
and then Bessemer High School, where
he played high school football. Jimmy
then attended the University of Ala-
bama until 1959, when a visit from his
mother changed his plans. She in-
formed him of his uncle’s decision to
retire, prompting him to move home to
manage the Bright Star with his fa-
ther, Bill Koikos. Jimmy believed in
the restaurant, and he knew he wanted
to be a part of the Bright Star’s contin-
ued success.

Nine years later, Jimmy’s younger
brother, Nicky, joined him in man-
aging the restaurant. The two brothers
went on to work side-by-side as owner-
operators of the Bright Star until Jim-
my’s death. As his brother fondly re-
membered not long ago, ‘‘He’s the
heart and soul of the restaurant, and
it’s going to be hard to replace that.”

I will always remember Jimmy for
his kindness and ability to make cus-
tomers feel at home when they visited
the Bright Star. He generously greeted
each person who entered the establish-
ment. He promised his father he would
take care of the restaurant, and that is
exactly what he did.

Because of the hard work of Jimmy
and others who spent their lives de-
voted to the Bright Star, it began to
draw national attention. In 2010, the
James Beard Foundation honored the
Bright Star with an America’s Classics
Award, distinguishing the restaurant
for its timeless appeal and quality food
that reflects the character of the com-
munity.

As a huge Alabama fan, Jimmy was
always ecstatic when the Bright Star
attracted Alabama football coaches
like Bear Bryant, Gene Stallings, and
Nick Saban. He would also frequent
Alabama football practices, bringing
along some of the famous icebox pies
for the coaches, players, and staff.

Jimmy even went as far as to ensure
that the Bright Star would be taken
care of when he was gone, asking a
younger relative, Andreas
Anastassakis, to move to Bessemer and
carry on the legacy of the Bright Star.
Anastassakis was honored.

Jimmy Koikos’s legacy will live on
through the people whose lives he
touched at the Bright Star, in the com-
munity and throughout the entire
State of Alabama. I offer my deepest
condolences to his brother Nick, his
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